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WELL AND TRULY 

TESTED
The ante has just been upped in
NIGEL WADE’s quest to find the
perfect mask – could it be that he
has found his holy grail in the
unexpected shape of twin skirts?

LAST MONTH I CONDUCTED A GROUP TEST
of masks, comparing the field of view using a
wall-mounted matrix (Vision Variability, May).
With 22 models to play with, I thought I’d seen
everything mask-designers could throw at me,
but Scubapro has surprised me with its latest
offering – the Synergy2 Trufit. 

I know I suffer from a mask
addiction, and consequently you’ve
been overloaded with mask reviews
on these pages this year, but this 
mask is a little different. I took one on
an overseas trip, and felt compelled 
to share my experience with you. 

Trufit Technology
This new mask from gear giant
Scubapro is an evolution of its
Synergy Twin model. The Synergy2
sports a single, Ultra Clear tempered-
glass lens fitted within a low-profile
frame; the lens is a double reversed-
teardrop shape and is slightly raked
inwards towards the bottom. 

Lugs moulded into the skirt are fitted with
squeeze-to-adjust buckles and a 3D anatomical
silicon strap – all of which is pretty standard
fare, to be honest. 

The mask’s skirt is where this model differs
from anything else on the market. The maker’s
next generation of Trufit technology uses super-
soft liquid silicon in the skirt’s construction. It’s
so soft and pliable that stiffening ribs have been
moulded into the periphery to stop the skirt
collapsing on the user’s face. 

Where the Synergy2 differs is in the
introduction of a smaller, secondary skirt
providing extra rigidity, adding further support
to the soft pliant main skirt. 

The result is a supremely comfortable mask
that moulds itself to the contours of the face.

Under water
Under water the Synergy2 offered an above-
average field of view (see Vision Variability)
especially downwards, making instrument-
reading an easy operation. 

Peripheral vision was good too, allowing 
me to see the underwater world in all its

features, which is a good thing bearing in 
mind that everyone has diverse facial features
and tastes. 

The sound piece of advice that we’ve all heard
before is to get a mask that fits, because one
that doesn’t is going to make for a frustrating
and unbearable underwater experience. 

There is no universally fitting mask available,
nor is there ever likely to be, but Scubapro’s new
Synergy2 with its unique twin-skirt Trufit
technology comes as close as I’ve seen. 

It’s pretty cool-looking too, and comes with  
a choice of black or clear skirts, with the frame
spray-painted in any of five colours. ■

wonderful glory. 
The Ultra Clear glass is remarkable, and gave

me the feeling that there wasn’t a lens in front
of my eyes at all, providing a crisp rendition
without distortion. The nose-pocket was large
enough to take my oversized snout without a
hint of the mask-frame pressing on its battered
bridge, something with which I routinely have 
a problem with other mask models. 

The twin skirt was so different from that on
any other mask I’ve used before (and I’ve dived
using more models than most people have had
hot dinners). 

It’s so soft and pliable that it literally moulded
itself around my craggy features, and felt as if it
was part of my face.

The result was a mask that actually does what
it’s supposed to do, and that’s to keep the water
out and the air in. Not once did any liquid seep
past the seal, even when my facial muscles
involuntarily formed into a laugh or smile.
Neither did it slip or slide around my face,
staying exactly where it was meant to be. 

Equalising was a piece of cake, because the
soft nose-pocket proved easy to find and easy
to squeeze. 

One thing I found with this mask’s twin-lens
predecessor was that the soft silicon tended to
collapse slightly if I wasn’t constantly vigilant in
equalising the internal pressure as 
I descended. 

The next generation Synergy2’s secondary
skirt has sorted this little annoyance out,
providing stiffness without compromising 
the comfort. 

And it’s the supreme comfort that this mask

provided that set it apart from nearly every
other model I’ve used. 

Conclusion
There are mask models around in the hundreds,
and most differ slightly in size, design and

PRICE £57 
SIZE One 
COLOURS Black or clear skirt. Five frame
options 
LENS Single, Ultra Clear tempered glass
BUCKLES Squeeze to adjust 
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SPECS

PRICE Standard self-sealing £32.
Easifil £60. Mini-cylinder £110
DIMENSIONS 130 x 20cm 
COLOURS Black/red. Black/yellow
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MASK

SCUBAPRO 
SYNERGY2

A webbing loop sewn onto the bottom
section allows for reel-line connection. 

There are three inflation options. Standard on
all models is a means to fill the buoy through
the open base using gas from a spare regulator,
a nozzle attached to a spare low-pressure hose,
or exhaust gas from your primary second stage. 

A second option is to fill it via APD’s Easifil
adaptor. This has a BC- or drysuit-style male low-
pressure hose connection without a locking
groove, to prevent the hose from becoming
attached when in use. 

Lastly there is the option to fill the buoy from
a 0.1-litre 232-bar mini-cylinder, an ideal
solution for rebreather divers. 

A stainless-steel eyelet is fitted to the tip of
the buoy to attach a small strobe, chemical-stick
light, message slate or ID marker.

Charging the Mini-Cylinder
Once the charged mini-cylinder valve is 
opened under water, the buoy will instantly
inflate and ascend to the surface, and the valve
will obviously remain open until the dive is
completed. 

But this means that should any sea water enter
the DSMB, it can also enter the open cylinder. 

When next decanting air from a main dive-
tank the pressure will equalise, and if the mini-
cylinder is inclined in a downward-facing
position with both valves open, the caustic salt
water can drain into the main cylinder and
cause unseen corrosion, damaging,

BEING SEEN AT THE SURFACE IS ONE of the
most important factors in diver safety. Indeed,
ascending away from a shotline can be a
hazardous affair, especially in UK waters. The
attendant dive-boat skippers need to see 
where all of their divers are from their ascent
phase to pick-up. 

There is no easier solution than the humble
delayed surface marker buoy (DSMB). Colour is
the crucial factor. Surface conditions can change
from minute to minute, and sea water reflecting
a changing sky can make the surface appear
white, grey, green, blue or even black. 

Extensive research has established that
orange is the best colour to be easily spotted
against a dark surface, while black stands out on
a white or grey surface. 

Cornwall-based Ambient Pressure Diving has
listened to my pleas for a perfect solution and
has now produced its popular DSMB range in 
a black bi-colour scheme.

The Design
A DSMB is no more than an inflatable, brightly
coloured nylon tube with a polythene liner, and
the best of them “self-seal” when filled. Inflation
methods vary from exhaust regulator gas to
small charged cylinders. 

SMBs are ideally deployed before the ascent
phase of a dive or deployed at the start of a drift
dive. Attached to a reel and line, they link the
diver to the surface so that the boat crew can
follow their progress.

APD has been making DSMBs for decades,
and refining its models based on feedback from
the people who use them, UK divers. 

The result today is a range that’s fit for
purpose. These DSMBs are around 1.3m long,
with a diameter when inflated of 20cm. 

A self-sealing baffle system within the
polythene lining keeps them inflated even if
they lie flat on the water surface.

A pull-dump also acts as an over-inflation
release valve to ensure that the whole thing
doesn’t rupture when over-filled on ascent as
the gas expands due to reduced ambient water
pressure. The dump also allows for rapid
deflation in an emergency, or prior to stowing. 

DSMB

APD BLACK
BI-COLOUR

☛

Contrasting colours with
black are the best option
for being spotted.

The skirt on the Synergy2 is supremely comfortable.
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